@Congress of the United States
MWashington, DE 20515
January 31, 2006

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We respectfully request that you provide not less than $630.4 million for the Community Services Block Grant
(CSBG) in your Budget for FY 2007, equal to the final F'Y 2006 appropriations for CSBG.

As you know, the CSBG supplies the core funding for more than 1,100 grantees, primarily Community Action
Agencies (CAAs), nationwide. These agencies provide many important services and initiatives that help low-
income families and individuals become self-sufficient.

CSBG provides flexible dollars to local agencies to deliver community-designed responses to their unique needs
and causes of poverty. Funding is targeted to the poorest of the poor: those living at or below the poverty line.
Resources are not only devoted to providing these individuals with the tools to achieve self-sufficiency and
economic independence, but to strengthening low-income communities to create and expand local opportunities.

In FY 2004, CSBG enabled CAAs to leverage over $9 billion in other Federal, State, local and private resources
to develop and provide a coordinated array of services to combat poverty. Each CSBG dollar leverages nearly
$5 in state, local and private funds. With this cost-effective investment, CAAs are able to serve over 15 million
individuals in almost 6 million families.

Yet the demand for CSBG services has never been greater. Unemployed parents have turned to CAAs for help
in meeting basic needs and in making a fresh start. More and more families of Reservists called to extended
duty serving our country are also receiving help from CAAs to make ends meet. Families who are transitioning
off or have already left the TANF program turn to programs leveraged with CSBG dollars to gain the skills and
the resources to become truly self-sufficient. Families facing skyrocketing home energy costs are turning to
CAAs not only for LIHEAP and other energy assistance, but also to get help meeting other basic needs in the
face of these costs, including food, housing, and prescription and other health care payments.

It is clear that America’s families need the services provided by CAAs through the CSBG. We ask that you
maintain the commitment to this important program by including level-funding in your FY 2007 Budget
Request.

Thank you for your leadership and your consideration of this important request.
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